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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for . 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4, 6-10, 12, 14, 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Barker et al. 
With regard to claims 1, 12, Barker et al (US 6,866,541) disclose a patch panel system, comprising: 
a frame (500); 

a patch panel (100) attachable to said frame, said patch panel including a first connectivity 

interface having (Fig. 2) multiple sections (110, 140, 110) joined to form an N-sided portion of a polygon 

where N is greater than two; and 

connector ports (400) provided on at least two of said multiple sections of said first connectivity interface. 
With regard to claims 2, 14 Barker et al disclose that said multiple sections of said first 
connectivity interface have planar front surfaces that are oriented at obtuse angles to one another 
along a substantially arcuate path (formed by the edged suraces of 1 10, 140, 110). 
With regard to claims 3, 15 Barker et al disclose that at least one of said connector 
ports (400) includes a rear face configured to be directly connected to a cable (540). 

With regard to claim 4, Barker et al disclose that at least one of said connector ports (400) is configured 

to convey a single data stream associated with a single information source or 

destination. 

With regard to claim 6, Barker et al disclose a multi-port connector (400) provided in 

a second connectivity interface, said multi-port connector conveying multiple independent data 

streams associated with multiple independent information sources or destinations. 
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With regard to claim 8 Barker et ai disclose (Fig. 6) that said patch panel further includes a second 
connectivity interface, said first and second connectivity interfaces extending along generally concentric 
arcuate paths. 

With regard to claim 9, Barker et al disclose (Fig. 3) that said patch panel includes a latch tab (130) 
thereon extending outward from said first connectivity interface, said latch tab being one of securely and 
hingeably (the live hinge formed at at edge of 1 10 and 130) attached to said frame (510). 
With regard to claim 10, Barker et al disclose (Fig. 4) that a plurality of said patch panels arranged 
adjacent one another in a stacked manner. 

Claims 1,3, 4, 7,9, 10, 12, 15, 17, 18, 19 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Belaidi et al. 

With regard to claims 1,12, Belaidi et al (US 6,565,260) disclose a patch panel system, comprising: 
a frame (col. 3, lines 62-65); 

a patch panel (100) attachable to said frame, said patch panel including a first connectivity 
interface (102) having (Fig. 1) multiple sections (receiving connectors 104) joined to form an N-sided 
portion of a polygon where N is greater than two; and 

connector ports (104) provided on at least two of said multiple sections of said first connectivity interface. 

With regard to claims 3, 15 Belaidi et al disclose (Fig. 2) that at least one of said connector ports includes 

a rear face configured to be directly connected to a cable (21 8). 

With regard to claim 4, Belaidi et al disclose that at least one of said connector ports is 

configured to convey a single data stream associated with a single information source or 

destination. 

With regard to claim 7, 17, Belaidi et al disclose(col. 3, lines 62-65); the circuit board in said patch 
panel, said circuit board including at least one of a communications path and a power distribution path 
individually joined to said connector ports 
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With regard to claim 9, Belaidi et al disclose (col. 3, lines 62-65) that said patch panel includes a latch tab 
thereon extending outward from said first connectivity interface, said latch tab being one of securely and 
hingeably attached to said frame. 

With regard to claims 10, 18, Belaidi et al disclose (Fig. 4) that a plurality of said patch panels arranged 
adjacent one another in a stacked manner. 

With regard to claim 19, Belaidi et al disclose (Fig. 6) that said multiple sections of said first 
connectivity interface are planar and each hold a plurality of connector ports groups into an array. 
Claims 1,12, 21-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Knickerbocker. 
With regard to claims 1,12, Knickerbocker (US 4,150,867) discloses a patch panel system, comprising: 
a frame (70,66,68); 

a patch panel (74, 74, 74) attachable to said frame, said patch panel including a first connectivity 
interface having (Fig. 7) multiple sections joined to form an N-sided portion of a polygon where N is 
greater than two; and 

connector ports (100, 40) provided on at least two of said multiple sections of said first connectivity 
interface. 

With regard to claims 21, 23, Knickerbocker discloses that said connector ports are provided on at least 
three of said multiple sections of said first connectivity interface. 

With regard to claims 22, 24, Knickerbocker discloses that said connector ports are provided 

on immediately adjacent sections (Fig 8 , r.n. 122, 122) of said multiple sections of said first connectivity 

interface. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

No prior art has been found to anticipate or render obvious the presently claimed subject matter. 
Specifically, none of the prior art of record discloses the combination of the limitations presented including 
the patch panel having a second connectivity interface including at least one multi-port connector port 
communicatively interconnected with a plurality of said connector ports at said first connectivity interface 
(claims 5, 16) . 
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the patch panel having a wedge shaped body with opposed front and back walls, at least one of said 
front and back walls being generally arcuately shaped (claims 11, 13). 

the connector ports being provided at said first connectivity interface are arranged into cormector 
modules, each of said connector ports in a first connector module being communicatively coupled to a 
single common multi-data stream connector port provided at a second connectivity interface of said patch 
panel (claim 20). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 10/18/2005 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 
Applicants argue that each Belaidi et al and Barker et al do not disclose features of the respective claims. 

However, the rejection describes the features of the claims and their equivalents at Belaidi et al 
and Barker et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Alexander D. Gilman whose telephone number is 571 272-2004. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 10:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Paula A. Bradley can be reached on 571 272-2800 ext. 33. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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